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Levon Kirkland 
 

 Levon Kirkland was a massive inside linebacker standing 6‟1” and 
weighing anywhere from 275-300 lbs during his career. His great speed and 
agility for a big man gained him recognition as one of the top inside linebackers 
in the NFL.  

 
Kirkland excelled as a member of the Clemson University football team 

from 1988-1991, receiving All-American honors in 1990 and 1991, three-time 
First Team All-ACC selection, semifinalist for the 1991 Lombardi Award, finalist 
for the 1990 Butkus Award. He was a prime reason Clemson was number one in 
the nation in total defense and rushing defense in 1990. Kirkland was MVP of the 
1989 Gator Bowl victory over West Virginia and inducted into the Clemson Hall 
of Fame in 2001. 2008 brought Kirkland yet another honor as he was inducted 
into the South Carolina Athletic Hall of Fame.  

 
The Pittsburgh Steelers selected Kirkland in the second round of the 

1992NFL draft. He went on to play 11 seasons in the NFL including 9 seasons 
with the Steelers and one each with the Seattle Seahawks and the Philadelphia 
Eagles. His honors include two-time MVP with the Steelers in 1998 & 1999, Pro 
Bowl selection in 1996 & 1997 and All-Pro selection in 1997.  Levon was also 
voted to the NFL All-Decade 1990’s Team. His outstanding career entails over 
774 tackles, 19.5 sacks, 11 interceptions and 9 fumble recoveries.  

 
Following his retirement from the NFL, Kirkland returned to Clemson and 

earned his degree in Sociology in 2004. He also coordinated minority 
recruitment in admissions for the University.  Levon began his coaching career as 
a linebacker coach at Wade Hampton High School in South Carolina on 2009.  
He then became head coach for Shannon Forest Christian School before coaching 
linebackers at Florida A&M University and then joining the coaching staff of the 
Arizona Cardinals as an intern. He is now a coaching intern for the Cincinnati 
Bengals. 


