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the kids an opportunity to play on the field as well as be seen,” says Antwoine
Brown, a coach with the ACE program. “The objective is to get more Black
kids playing baseball. Theoretically, if they don’t make it to the Major
Leagues, the whole idea is to at least get a college scholarship via the
baseball route.”
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The Negro League East-West All-Star Game was historically played at Old
Comiskey Park and all players dressed in uniforms honoring past Negro
Leagues’ East-West All-Star teams. Gibson was impressed by the number of
Black talented players.

“| see the majority of the players here are African American. That's good
because Major League Baseball today doesn’t have that, but that shows that
the future is bright for us,” says Gibson. “That’s the goal, trying to get these
kids to play baseball and hopefully they can excel and get to that next level.”
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